DR.   MONCK

The phenomena of his mediumship do not rest on his
probity at all. If he were the greatest rogue and the most
accomplished conjurer rolled into one, it would not account
for the manifestations which have been reported of him.

Monck was sentenced to three months5 imprison-
ment, and is alleged to have made a confession to
Mr. Lodge.

After his release from prison Monck held a number
of test sittings with Stainton Moses, at which remark-
able phenomena occurred.

Light comments:

Those whose names we have mentioned as testifying
to the genuineness of Dr. Monck's mediumship are well
known to the older Spiritualists as keen and scrupulously
cautious experimenters, and Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood's
name carried much weight, as he was known as a man of
science and was brother-in-law of Charles Darwin.

There is an element of doubt about the Hudders-
field case, as the accuser was by no means an impartial
person, but Sir William Barretts testimony makes it
clear that Monck did sometimes descend to deliberate
and cold-blooded trickery. Sir William writes :

I caught the " Dr." in a gross bit of fraud, a piece
of white muslin on a wire frame with a black thread
attached, being used by the medium to simulate a partially
materialized spirit.*

Such an exposure, coming from so sure a source,
arouses a feeling of disgust which urges one to throw
the whole evidence concerning the man into the
wastepaper basket. One must, however, be patient

* S.P.R. Proceedings, Vol. IV, p. 38 (footnote).
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